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❖ What is CAASPP?

❖ How will CAASPP test scores be used?

❖ What do these scores mean?

❖ How can I help my child prepare for the 

CAASPP test?

What we’ll be discussing today:
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What is CAASPP?
The SBAC and who takes it…

The Smarter Balanced Summative 
Assessments are an annual measure of 
what students know and can do using the 
Common Core State Standards for 
English language arts/literacy (ELA) and 
Mathematics. 

All students in grades 3–8 and grade 11 
take the SBAC.

Why the SBAC is given…

The purpose of the SBAC is to assess 
student knowledge and skills in ELA and 
mathematics, as well as how much 
students have improved since the 
previous year. 
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What are students tested on?
ELA Domains

● CAT
○ Reading
○ Listening
○ Research and Inquiry

● Performance Task (10 points total)
○ Evidence and Elaboration (4 pts)
○ Organization and Purpose (4 pts)
○ Conventions (2 pts)

Math Claims

● Concepts and Procedures
● Problem Solving and Modeling & 

Data Analysis
● Communicating Reasoning 
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The California Science Test

● Domains

○ Life Science

○ Physical Science

○ Earth and Space Sciences

● NOT adaptive

● Only for 8th graders at this time

● Completed through student’s Science class

The CAST
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● Student Class Placements 

○ Support classes

○ Honors classes

○ Math I

● School-wide goal setting

● Data-driven Instruction

● Recognize student achievement

How will Kolb use these scores?
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There are two parts for each SBAC…
The Performance Task

ELA

● Multi-paragraph essay based on a 
prompt and 3-4 sources.

Math

● Solve 3-4 questions based on a 
real-world math situation

The CAT (computer adaptive test)

The Smarter Balanced Assessments are 
computer-adaptive tests that adjust the 
difficulty of questions on the basis of the 
answers students give. As students 
answer correctly, they receive more 
challenging questions. Incorrect answers 
trigger easier questions.
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ELA Score Bands
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Math Score Bands
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ELA 
Scores
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Performance
Task

Scores



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Math
Scores
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CAST
Scores
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Resources 
for Parents

https://ca.startingsmarter.org/
https://ca.startingsmarter.org/
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Testing Dates
The week of 
April 21st-25th 
with science 
classes

CAST

Wednesday, 
April 30th

Minimum Day!

ELA PT

Thursday,     May 
1st

Minimum Day!

ELA CAT

Wednesday, May 
7th

Minimum Day!

Math CAT

Thursday,     May 
8th

Minimum Day!

Math PT
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Our Goal
20 points of Growth for each 

student
We always want our students to be at standard, 
but this is not an equitable goal for everyone. So, 
we’re just looking for everyone to show at least 

20  points of growth.
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Q&A
Do you have any questions?

If you have questions later you can contact us by 
email:

Ms. Meza: rmeza@rialtousd.org

Mrs. Melendez: jmelende@rialtousd.org


